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A 
DISCOURSE, Ge. 


E have heard of late ſo much a- 
bout Informations and Informers, 
and every Method has been made 
uſe of, in order to ſtir up the Reſentment” 
of the People of this Nation, remarkable for 

their good Nature, againſt the ul itſelf, 


and thoſe that are ſuppoſed, to be guilty of the 
Practice of it; it may not therefore be un- 
ſeaſonable to offer ſome Conſiderations with 
regard to the Meaning of hoe Words, that 
they to whom they are addreſſed may not be 
impoſed upon by a wrong Uſe of them, and 
be enabled to keep clear of making a wrong 
© Judgment, which is the never-failing\Conſe- 
quence of annexing wrong Ideas to words, 


The Happineſs of Society depends entirely 

on Every Man's doing his Duty in his Station ; 

and for that Purpoſe, the Laws, and thoſe that 
2 * watch 
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watch over the due Execution of them, a 
ſed to be always looking out, that the 


9 77 of the Public be not endangered by 
the Exceſſes or other Irregularities of Indivi- 
duals. To theſe Guardians of Society, all 
Helps are allowed, and ſubordinate Miniſters 
appointed, who, like ſo many Eyes and — 
are to watch, and report to = ſu 
Power, whatſoever i is tranſacted at a Diſta — 
that may be detrimental to the whole, Theſe 
like-fo my "advanced guards, are to give 


Notice of every Approach and Operation | 


of the Enemy. But this is not the Duty'of 


Officers only, who are appointed to watch oyer 


the Public Safety. It is alſo a Duty 9 


_ bent upon every Man, as a Part of Society, to 
Nas to the Magiſtrate of whatever res fa | 
within his Obſervation, that may any ways 


e Conſtitution of that Government he 


affect 
lives unser, by diſturbing its Tranquility, or 
weaken 
ſeditious Pr 
Governors, 
ber of 
right, nc Egan any one blame a Proceedin 
ot this rt, ſo eſſential. to Government, and 
thorobghly juſtifiable by 8 the Re HP 
ION. Ren. 


ces to create a Diſlike 


legal 
hus far every Man, a 
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ung broken Fortunes, or ſatisfyiog perſonal 
Revenge, or whete the Accuſation of Inno- 
cen may be contrived to gratify the Cruelty 


4 


and ſuch like -Maxims ſalutaty 


| : . N 
| in them< 
ſves, by improper Application may be the 


| Bane of Society, and the: Deſtruction of that 


Peace and Order, that in their original State 
they were deſigned to protect and ſupport, 
It is in this, as in many other Inſtances, where 
the greateſt Evils ariſe from the Abuſe of the 
beſt Means; that Hypocriſy makes her Ad- 


ances under the Appearance of Virtuc, and 
_ «employs the moſt approved Meaſures, to carry 


on Ends the moſt deteſtable and iniquitous, 


Where then Intimations are conveyed to the 


ſupreme Power, that Machinations are carried 
on by a Perſon or Perſons, or Bodies of Men, of 
dangerous Conſequence to the public Weal, 
Which are either falſe in fact, or ſuggeſted 


upon ill- grounded Suppoſitions; where Infor- 
mations are made, only for the ſake of repair- 


fa Tyrant, or the Violence of deſpotic Power; 


there Informations, which in the firſt Caſe 


would be public Virtue, in theſe laſt Inſtances, 


would become the Peſt of Society, and highly 


deſerve that Character that Tacitus gives of 
the Informers in Tiberius his Reign; Dela- 


Fores, hominum genus publico exitio, repertum, 


RAS 4 Fr er 


Iban faid thay: much for the fake of mak- 
Jog this Remark; that we may hence ſce, that 
| IJaformers and Informations are of two Sorts, 
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and to be conſidered under two Significations; 
firſt, as the /audable and neceſſary Means of 


defending and ſupporting good Governments 
againſt the open or concealed Enemies of it ; 
and ſecondly, as the deteſtable Inſtruments of 
lawleſs Dorainion and arbitrary Power, Hav- 
ing marked down this Diſtinction, we may 
obſerve. that the Word Informer has a good 
Signification, as well as a bad Senſe belonging 
to it, though indeed the univerſal juſt Ab- 
horrence of that Crime has been the Cauſe 
that that infamous Term has been appropriat- 
ed to the falſe Accuſer only, though in Strict- 
neſs of Speech, it relates likewiſe to juſt Ac- 
cuſaticns, For we ſce, that thoſe Means where- 
by Courts of Judicature arrive at the Know. 
ledge of illegal acts, are called Informations, and 
the Accuſer an Infor mant, not as a Term of 
Reproach, but as a Deſignation of an uſeful 
Member of Society. And indeed, without 
Accuſation upon proper Occaſions (and In- 
formations are no more) without ſuch Methods 
as theſe to repreſs the Diſorders of Offenders 
againſt the public Weal, how could the Com- 


munity ſubfiſt? What Help in Government, 


if you take away all Means of knowing, and 
conſequently puniſhing the Tranſgreflor ? 


We all know that Robbery, Perjury, Mur- 
der, are crimes of the moſt fatal Tendency, it 
they be ſuffered to go unpuniſhed ; but un- 
puniſhed and even undiſcovered they muſt go, 
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if we have not Recourſe to Accuſation, and in 
this Caſe the Accuſer 1s an Informer, What! 
ſhall we ſuffer a Villain to eſcape, and perhaps 
prepare himſelf to practice next upon ourſelves, 
only becauſe we will not accuſe, i. e form? 
Undoubtedly no Man will hefitate in theſe 
Caſes, to appear as ſuch, and do his ucmoſt to 
- procure the Safety of the Public, by be Fu- 
niſhment of thoſe that endanger it. 1 men- 
tion this, only to ſhew, that there are Caſes 
that every Day happen, in which we may 
laudably exert ourſelves as Accuſers, or in 
other Words, Informers of the Government, 
in what Parts the Enemies of it are concealed. 
Let me aſk the impartial Reader, for ſuch I 
would wiſh him to be, would he ſcruple to 
appear as an Accuſer of ſuch fort of Crimi- 
nals, as have been mentioned, or even of an 
leſſer Sort, where the Publick may ſuffer by 
the Concealment of them ? Undoubtedly he 
would anſwer, No. If I aſk him why he 
would do fo, he would anſwer becauſe it is 
my Duty by the Laws of Nature, which are 
alſo the Laws of Society *. For there are in- 
ternal Laws in Society, which ariſe from the 
Nature of it in general, and out of the ſeve- 
ral Connections out of which it is formed, 


an- 


Omnes tam milites quam alii qui ſunt quindecim anno- 
rum et amplius jurare debent quod itlagatos, murdritores, robba- 
tores, burglatores, non receptabunt nec eis conſentient, nec eorum 
receptatoribus, et ſi quos tales noverint illos attachiari facient, 
Bracton, lib. iii, Trad ii. Cap. i. . 
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antecedent to any municipal or poſitive laws 
that are accommodated to particular Com- 
munities. Having thus far ſeen our Duty, as 
Parts or Members, to endeavour the Security 
and Preſervation of each other ; for that in 
reality is the Safety of the Community, ſee- 
ing that public Welfare when it comes to be 
analyſed, is no more than the Well-Being of 
Individuals; let us now take a Step farther, 
and enquire how far that Duty that requires 
us to watch over the Welfare of Society in 

general, againſt all Diſturbers of its Order 
and Happineſs, extends its Obligations on us, 
with regard alſo to the Safety of the ſupreme 
executive Power, be that lodged where it will. 


It is a Maxim that is implied in the Idea of 
Government, that there muſt be an abſolute 


Power veſted . ſomewhere, And as human 
Inſtitutions for the moſt Part have been form- 
ed upon the Plan that Nature has preſcribed, 
eſpecially in ſuch Caſes, where any Analogy 
was diſcoverable ; the Oeconomy of the 
human, was a good Pattern for the Conduct 
of the Body Politic; and the Dependency of 
the ſeveral Motions of the Parts and Members 
on the Head, was too uſeful a Hint, not to 
be copied into civil Adminiſtration ; for as it 
was neceſſary in the one Caſe, for the Mem- 
bers (whoſe Offices however various, tended 
to one End, namely, the Preſervation of the 
whole) to be directed and controuled by the 
Fm as the Part the moſt noble and be 
0 
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of that Service; ſo in the other, it was for the 
Good of Community, that the ſeveral Mem- 
bers conſtituting Society, ſhould be ſubject to 
ſuch a Head, as ſhould be judged by common 
Conſent, to be worthy and able to direct their 
Motions, for the public Utility, and reſtrain 
ſuch their Exceſſes, as might endanger the 
Harmony arifing from the due Execution of 
the Powers of each Individual. 


There is great Propriety in this Syſtem, and 
therefore it is ſanctified by the Approbation, 
and demands Reverence from the Admiſſion 
of it, into all civilized Nations. And as this 
Diſpoſition took its Riſe principally from the 
Utility, that would thence follow to the Pub- 
lic ; there is therefore a Neceſſity, that the 
Preſervation of the ruling Part, ſhould be the 
Object of the public Concern, at leaſt, as much 
as the due Regulation of the ſubordinate 
Members; for although the Offices and Daties 
incumbent _ them - might be diſcharged 
with good Effect, yet if the ſupreme Power 
was to be left expoſed to any Attempts, that 
might be prompted by the Ambition or 
Reſtleſſneſs, or the Diſaffection of turbulent 
Spirits againſt 'it, with Impunity ; fuch Li- 
centiouſneſs muſt produce Convulſions in 2 
State, that muſt ſoon end in Anarchy and 
Confuſion, 


To 
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- To prevent which, all legal Governments 
have provided, that the Safety. of the ſupreme 
executive Power, ſhould be ſecured by all the 
Defence that Law can give it ; well knowing 
how much the Happineſs of the Governed is 
connected with that of the Governor, This 
is too confeſſed to need a forma! Proof ; and 
therefore we will proceed to conſider how far, 
this Safety of the ſupreme Power, has been 
provided for by Laws. h 


And firſt of all, we muſt mention the 
Laws of Nature, i. e. thoſe unwritten Laws, 
that tacitly ſubſiſt in every Community, by 
which the ConneCtions of the Governor and 
Governed are ſo interwoven, that their In- 
tereſts become one and the fame Thing; 
for how can the Governor give Vigor to 
the Laws, and exert himſelf with Effect, it 
he be not ſupported in his Adminiſtration ? 
How can he protect others, if he himſelf be 
the only Perſon unprotected in the State? 
Therefore, by the Nature of Government and 
the Laws ariſing thence, the Safety and Pro- 
tection of the /upreme Power, is the firſt eſſen- 
tial Fundamental of Government, 


But as unwritten Laws, lying hid in the 
Conſtitution of Things, are not a ſufficient 


Direction to the groſſer Conceptions of Man- 


Kind ; ſo, for that Reaſon, every State has 
N thought 


(17) 
thought proper to re-promulge this unwri/- 
ten Law, by putting it at the Head of theic 
civil Inſtitutions ; that no Man may pretend 
Ignorance of that Law, by which he is ſo 
ſolemnly bound. 


Upon this Law of Nature is founded that 
Obligation, which in our Conſtitution is called 
Allegiance or Ligeance, from Ligare, to bind; 
by which we engage ourſelves to ſupport and de- 
fend the ſupreme Power, which tacitly or open- 
ly ſtipulates to protect us. Ligeance, /ays Skene, 
is the mutual Bond and Obligation between 
the King and his Subjects, whereby they are 
called his liege Subjects, becauſe they are bound 
to obey and ſerve him; and he is called their 
liege Lord, becauſe he ſhould maintain and 
defend them. Subjects therefore, are bound 
to obey and ſerve the King, by their Ligeance: 
To obey bim, by willingly and chearfully ſub- 
mitting to the Laws of the Land, which are 
alſo called the King's Laus; to ſerve him, 
by ſupporting his Authority, and defending his 
Perſon 3 and this defending his Perſon is not 
to be done only by guarding him from open 
Violence, but alſo ſecuring him againſt the 
Attacks from the maſked Batteries of Diſ- 
affection, In this Caſe what is the Duty of a 
Subject? in Conjunctures of ſuch fatal Ten- 
dency how is he to diſcharge his Allegiance, 
and /erve the King, but by diſcovering and 
making known ſuch malignant Murmers, as 


C arg 
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are growing up apace into vnjuſtifiable Actions. 
This is a Duty he owes every Man in ho Come 
munity ; and notwithſtanding the ugly Names 
thrown out by thoſe Whole Intereſt it is to 
diicredit a Conduct, that would lay open and 
expole their evil Purpotes, yet it is the Duty of an 
honeſt Man, a good Citizen and a good Chri- 
ſtian, to ſupport good Government, by diſs 
covering thoſe Mcafures, that tend to over- 
turn it. Thus far the Obligation of the 
Law of Nature, or natural Ligeance, as the 
Lawyers call it. We will now go on to 
conſider it as reduced in this Kingdom, to a 
Written, municipial, and poſitive Law, 


Sir Edward Coke in his Reports, lib. vii, 
Calvins Cale, ſays out of Lambert, that the 
Oath of Allegiance uſed at the Sheriff's 
Tourne and Lect, was firſt appointed by King 
Arthur, wen R400 omnes principes, comites, 
proceres, / alctes e, liber; homines debent jura. 
re, Sc, in! 8 et junrhiter omnes proceres 
regni er mililes et liberi Lomi nes uni ver ſi totiug 
regni Britannia acere d 11 pleno Folke- 
mote fidelitatem domino . gi—Hanc legem in- 
venil Arturus, qui quondam fit inclitiſſimus 
rex Britonun— hujus l:g is autoritate expulit 
Arturus rex Saracenos et inimicos a regno et 
hujus legit autoritate Ethelredus rex uns et eodem 
die per univerſum regnum Dans occidit, Lam- 
bert in regis Edw. lege, cap. 35. and Spelman 
Gloſl, under the Word „ be · 

ides 
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fides this Oath of Fealty to the King, there 
is another Particular very remarkable in the 
Paſſage of the Laws of Edward the Confeſſor, 
juſt preceding that Clauſe now quoted —— 
Statutum e&ft quod ibi debent popult omnes et 
gentes uni verſæ ſingulis aunis ſemel in anno ſci» 
licet, convenire, ſcilicet in capite calendarum 
Maij, et ſe fide et ſacramento non frafls, = 
in wnum et /i mul confederare et conſolidare 

cut conjurati fratres ad defendendum ogra; 
uno cum domino ſuo rege, et !'rras et honores 
ius omni fidelitate cum es jervare, et quod 
illi domino ſuo regi fideles Je volunt, — By 
which it appears, that it was not ſufficient to 
ſwear Fealty to the King, but that every 
Member looked upon himlſelt fo concerned in 
the Satety of his Perſon, as to require an 
Oath of Confederacy from each other, to de- 
fend him; and which, for the greater Se- 
curity, they were obliged to repeat every 
Year on the Calends of May. 


This Oath of Fealty to the Kg we find 
in the next Reign but one to che! C on! c{fors 

in the Charter of Vill. I. the ſccond Ar- f 

ticle is, de fide et obſeguio erga regem. Sla- 9 

tuimus etiam ut omnes liberi komines fa- | 
dere et ſacramento affrmant quod intra et 
extra regnum Angliæ Will:lmo regi domino 
uo, fideles eſſe volunt. Upon which we may 
obierve, that the Duty of a Subject to his 
Sovereign was comprehended under rhe ge- 
C2 neral 
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neral Word Fidelity, as including all poſſible 
Caſes, where the King might ſtand in Need 
of his lawful Aſſiſtance, and which are ſum'd 
up under theſe fix Heads by Fulbert Biſhop of 
Charteres *, Incolume, tutum, honeflum utile, 
Facile“ poſſibile, But as this Word Fidelity, 
was perhaps thought too general (and there is 
ſome Reaſon to think ſo, from the Precifion 
in the Oath, as it was altered afterwards) 
Edw. 1. ordained, that the former Oath, as to 
the Matter of it, ſhould be more explicit, and 
accordingly it is ſet down in Britton, cap. 29. 
in theſe Words. Feo A. de ceo jour en avaunt, 
ſerrai feal et leal, a notre Seigneur E. rey 
Dengleterre et ſes beires, et foy et leatle les 
porteray de vie et membre et de terreine honour ; 
et que Jeo lour mal, ne lour damage, ne ſaveray 
ne orray, que Jeo ne les defendray a mon poyer; 
fi moy eyde Dieu et ſes ſeintes; the Form of 
which is preſerved ſtill, and is that which is 
made Ute of in the Courts Leet, in theſe Words, 
«* You ſhall ſwear, that from this Day for- 
„ ward, you ſhall be true and faithful to our 
*« Sovereign Lord King George, and his Heirs, 
« and Truth and Faith ſhall bear of Life, 
« Member and terrene Honour; and you 
« ſhall neither know nor hear of any Ill or 
« Damage intended unto him, that you ſhall 
* not detend ; ſo help you Almighty God.” 
| What 


 ® Fulberii Eþiſcopi Carnetenſi, Epiſela ad Aquitanoruzg 
Ducem. Apud Spelzaap, voc. Fidglgs. 
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What the former Laws expreſſed by Fi- 
delity, Edu. I. explained more at large, by 
deſcending into Particulars, and ſhewing from 
the feudal Oath, in what Caſes this Fidelity 
was to be ſhewn, It was bearing Fea/ty and 
Loyalty, de vie et Membre et de terrene Ho- 
nour, that is, ſays Sir Ed. Coke ® until the let- 
ting out the laſt Drop of our dear Hearts 
Blood. But with Deference to ſuch great 
Authority, I cannot think that thoſe Words 
relate to the Subject, but to the King whom 
you {wear to defend in all Caſes, relating 7 
his Life, Member, or terrene Honour; and 1 
think, I am well founded in this Interpretation 
from the Authority of the Liber Feudalis, lib. 
11, tit, 5. where it ſpeaks of the Oath of 
Fidelity of a Vaſſal or Domeſtic to his Lord. 
Ego juro quod nunguam ſcienter ero in confilis 
vel auxilio, vel in fatto, quod tu amittas vitam 
vel membrum aliquod, vel quad tu recipias in 
perſona aliquam la ſianem vel contumeliam ; vel 
guod tu amittas aliquem honorem. Here we 
{ce that the Words Life, Member and terrene 
Honour, related to the King, who was to be 
detended againſt any Attempts in thoſe Re- 
ſpects. This Conſtruction of Sir Ed. Coke, 
ſeems to have been adopted by ſome Lawyers, 
and if I am not miſtaken, is particularly diſ- 
coverable in the Oath appointed for the Scotch 
Nation, 1 Geo. I. whereby they ſincerely and 

faith- 
Cate Reports, Ca/vin's Caſe, lib, vii, p. 7. 
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faithfully promiſe and engage, that they will 


with Heart and Hand, Life and Goods, main- 


tain and defend his Majeſty's Title and Go- 
vernment, &c, where Heart and Hand, Life 
and Goods, ſeems to be an Explication of, de 
vie et Membre et terrene Honour, applied to 
the Subject ; but a ſufficient Authority has 
been produced above, to prove that thoſe 
Words ought to relate to the Life, Members, 
and Honour of the King that the Subject by 
this Oath ſwore to defend. But as this was 
not the only Way that the Safety and Authori- 
ty of the King might be endangered, nor out- 
ward Force the only Violence that might 
be offered to Princes ; therefore it was here 
provided allo, that all ſecret Machinations and 
Movements of private Diſaffection, which is 
what is called in the feudal Oath, /zfonem ef 
contumeliam, might be diſcovered ; according- 


ly it follows, ef que Feo lour mal, ne lour da- 


mage ne Saveray ne orray, que Jes ne le defen- 
dray amon poyer; and I will not know or hear 
of any Ill or Damage intended unto him, that 


I will not defend bim from, to the utmoſt of my 


Power. 


But what is the Nature of bat Ill and that 
Damage, that the Subject ſwears to defend 
him from, to the utmoſt of his Power; a- 
gainſt open Violence he is to defend him in 
open Arms; the other Defence therefore can 


bg 
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be of no other Kind, than a Diſcovery of all 
ſuch Prac ces as tend to propagate Diſcontent, 
ond alienate the AﬀeCtions of his People from 
him, by falſe Suggeſtions, ipiiting up Diſ- 
obedience to his Laws, and legal Authority, 
and abetting the Cauſe of a Competitor to His 
Crown. 


This end ſuch like Behaviour is ſubſſantial 
Ill, and bigh Damage to the Sovereign, there- 
fore the Law, I mean the common Law uf 
England, which is what I have cited upon this 
Occa ſion, out of Britton, who collected 
it, by Order of Edw. I. does require an Oath 
from every Subject to diſcover all treaſonable 
Speeches, or whatever may hurt, injure, or 
diſhonour the King, which may impede him 
in exerting his ſovereign Power with due Ef- 
fect in the Adminiſtration of Government, 


Shall then a Diſcovery in this Caſe, thus re- 
quired by Law and enjoined under the Obli- 
gation of an Oath, ſhall chis Diſcharge of 
Duty to the Public be attended with greater 
Infamy than the moſt flagrant Breach of the 
Laws ? Shall the infamous Name of Informer 
that properly belongs to falſe Accuſers in the 
worſt of Times, under the molt deſpotic Go- 
yernments, and for the worſt of Purpoſes, be 
wantonly fixed upon Men, whoſe greateſt 
Crime, it ſeems, is, that they are Friends 
t9 choſe Laws and that Government, — 

heir 
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their Enemies, are ever contriving to overturn. 
Let me ſeriouſly aſk theſe Gentlemen who 
join in this Cry of Calumny and Defamation, 
more out of Levity and Inconfideration, than 
ill Intention; let me aſk them, whether upon 
their Truth and Honour, they think thoſe 
Men, whoſe Difcoveries tend to the Stability 
of Government, and the Welfare even of 
themſelves, as included in the Peace of Com- 
munity, are the Perſons meant by Tacitus by 
the Word Delatores, and whom he juſtly 
calls, hominum genus publico exitio repertum. 
Let them anſwer me, rather let them anſwer 
themſelves ; can that be called Publicum txi- 
tium, a Deſtruction of the Public, that is en- 
joined by the public Laws? Is there no Diffe- 
rence between a legal Accuſer, and a peſtilent 
Informer? The Diſtinction J think has been 
already ſufficiently made appear; and there- 
fore we may honeſtly conclude, that a Con- 
duct of this fort, is fo far from being criminal, 
that it is highly laudable, as arifing from a 


Senſe of Duty to Society, and proceeding from 


the Obligation of an Oath, 


We have thus far ſeen what is required from 
us by the Laws of Nature and the common 
Law of this Land, relating to the Queſtion 
before us, let us now proceed to confider how 
far legal Informations become our Duty, by 
be Statute Law of this Realm, * 
PE OE Afiet 
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After the many Attempts of the Papiſts to 
overthrow the Conſtitution of this Nation 
both in Church and State, particularly by the 
Gunpowder-Plot ; it was thought neceſſary by 
the pr male for their better Security, to 
frame an Oath, to be taken by every Subject, 
* that they would bear Faith and true Allegi- 
* ance to his Majeſty, his Heirs and Suc- 
* ceſfors, and him and them defend to the 
© uttermoſt of their Power, againſt all Con- 
* ſpiracies and Attempts whatſoever, which 
* ſhall be made againſt his or their Per- 
* ſons, their Crown, and Dignity; and 
that they would do their Endeavour to diſ- 
* cloſe and make known to his Majeſty, all 
*« 'Treaſons and traitorous Conſpiracies, which 
*© they ſhould know or hear of, to be againſt 
him or any of them.“ 


The Purport of this Oath is to the fame 
Effect, with that required by the common 
Law ; but becauſe the Oath of Fealty was 
confined chiefly to the Suitors at the Leet; 
the Parliament here extended it 70 all Perſons, 
who before they took upon them any pub- 
lic Place, Employment, Office, or Profeſſion, 
might give the Community what was thought 
to be the higheſt Security that they would 
not endanger its Tranqullity, by practicing 
againſt the King, bis Crown and Dignity. 
£5 D They 


a — _ 2 RR — — _ 


* 2 -- 
* - 
WY 4 * g 1 & 0 
= = 
<4 1 . 
2 ' 
CY 


| ( 26, 
They likewiſe ſwore that they would diſchſ 
and make known all Treaſons and traitorous 


Conſprracies againſt bim, that came within 
their Knowledge. 


And becauſe the Univerſities of this King- 
dom, have in a great Meaſure the Power of 
forming the ductile Minds of their Pupils and 
Opportunity of inſtilling ſuch Principles as 


may for ever after determine their Conduct; 


it was by this Act provided, that among other 
Perſons there ſpecified, the Vice-Chancellor 
and Hcads of Houſes, Proctors, and Beadles, 
ſhould take this Oath of Allegiance in the Con- 
vocation Houle before the Senior Maſters, 


_ . Every Perſon promoted to any Degree in 
School, before the Vice-Chancellor in the 
Congregation Houſe, | 
All Fellows of Houſes and Scholars of 
Halls or Colleges, being under the Degree of 
a Baron, before the Head of the Houle, and 


In the open Hall, | 


- Theſe Precautions were then thought ne- 
ceſſary to be taken both by Way of Aſſu- 
rance of the Fidelity of the Governors, and in 
order that the Youth under their Care, might 
not be tainted with ſuch Impreſſions, as 
growing up with them into Maturity, might 
prove dangerous to the King and his Go- 

| vernment; 
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- vernfnent ; © for the Actions of Men, as 
« Hobbes rightly ſays, proceed from their Opi- 
* nions, and in the well-governing of Opinions, 
* confiſteth the well-governing of Men's Ac- 
t tionsin order to their Peace and Concord, Le- 
« viathan cap. 18. We muſt not forget, that 
one Part of their Oath, was 0 diſcloſe and make 
known unto his Majeſty all Treaſont, and treaſon- 
able Conſpiracies, which they ſhall know or hear 
of, to be againſt him. Which, if they had con- 
{ientioully complied with, I am afraid, in our 
Days, they would have been cried out upon as 
dInformers, „ 


- However, the Oath appointed by this Law, 
has continued through the feveral Reigns 


from that Time to this, with very little Altera- 
tion. 


By the laſt Form of it, 1 Geo. I. the Words 
are the ſame with thoſe of James I. but with 
this material Addition; And 1 do faith- 
fully promiſe, to the utmoſt of my Power, 
* to ſapport, maintain, and defend the Suc- 
% ceſſion of the Crown, againſt the Perſon 
« calling himſelf James the Third, &c, and all 

« other Perſons whatſoever, as it ſtands li- 


* mited to the Houſe of Hanover, being Pro- 
ce teſtants.“ ; 


There is no Man in Great Britain of any 
public Place, Employment, Office, or Profeſ* 
hand | D 2 en, 


„% James the Third, and all other Perſons 


% 
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fon, but has taken this Oath with the Addi- 
tion; and therefore, no Man under the fore- 
mentioned Deſcription, but what is ſolemnly 
bound by it. It is therefore, extreamly ſtrange, 
that Men through Paſſion ſhould ſo far forget 
the Intereſt of Society, and that of themſelves 
ſo cloſely connected with it, as to give the 
moſt infamous Names of Reproach, to ſuch a 
Conduct, as they muſt confeſs to be required 
even from tbemſelves, by all Laws human 
and divine. 


It is not the Deſign of theſe Sheets to reflect 
on any Perſon or Body of Men, or to anſwer 
any Invectives of Party. Bat it is a diſpaſ- 
ſionate Call to all thoſe into whoſe Hands this 
little Tract may fall, ſoberly and candidly to 
conſider with themſelves, © whether a Man 
* that is ſworn to bear Faith and true Allegi- 
* ance to the King ; to defend him to the ut- 
«© moſt of his Power, againſt all Conſpiracies 
„ and Attempts whatſoever ; to diſcloſe all 
© Treafons and treaſonable Conſpiracies, that 
* he ſhould hear of, againſt his Perſon, Crown 
* and Dignity ; that promiſes likewiſe upon 
* his Oath, to ſupport, maintain, and detend 
& the Succeſſion of the Crown in the Houſe 
* of Hanover, againſt a Perſon calling himſelf 


«& whatſoeyer;” and acting according to the 
Tenor of that Oath, can be thought really to 
deen the Gui, and ceſerve de Name of 

an 
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an Informer, in the worſt Senſe of that 


Word ? 


But if any Difficulty ſhould ariſe in making 
a Judgment upon the Caſe ; I ſhall add a So- 
lution of a Caſe of Conſcience, given by Biſhop 
Hall on this Queſtion in Point. 'The Queſtion 
is alked whether, and in what Caſes, am 1 
bound to be an Accuſer of another? Reſolu- 
tions and Decifions, Caſe vii, Decad, 2, 


The Biſhop anſwers, and ſhews in what In- 
ſtances it is lawful ſo to do; then proceeds to 
the following Caſe. i 

* If in the Caſe of a Crime; intended, you 
te have ſecret but ſure Intelligence, that a 
* bloody Villain bath plotted a Treaſon againſt 
te the facr'1 Perſon of your Sovereign; ſhould 
&« you kee dis Fire in your Boſom, it might 


A 


e juſtly but + 3 whether therefore it be for 
the Diſcovery of ſome horrid Crime done, 


or for the Pe on of ſome great Miſchief 
* to be done; you :nult either be an Accuſer 
Sor an Acceſſary. 

« The Obligation to accuſe is yet ſtronger, 
where your former Vow or Oath hath pre- en- 


Lal 


« gaped you to a juſt Diſcovery ; you have 


* {worn to maintain and defend his Majeſty's 
& Royal Perſon, State and Dignity, and to 
« make known thoſe who wiltully impugn it : 
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4 If now you (hall keep the wicked Counftl 
6 ob ſuch wicked Deſignments, ag you ſhall 
* know to be againſt any of theſe, how can 
you eſcape to be involved in a Trea ſon lined 
1 « with Perjury E 


a : 
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* 

This is a Deciſion, ſo reaſonable and ſo en 
that it needs no Comment, and therefore I 
ſhall leave it upon the Conſciences of thoſe 
Men, who, to gratify the Rancour of Party. 
ſcruple not to ſcatter their Firebrands, d call 


Men, and venerable Bodies 6f good Men, a So- 


ciety of Injorme, s, becauſe they have teſtified 
a Diſlike, and ſhewed an Abhorrence of thoſe 
peſtilent Principles, that notwithſtanding all 
the cold Proteſtatiuns of Loyalty from that 


Quarter, muſt infallibly diſturb, though, I 


truſt will never have the Power to deſtroy, the 
preſent happy Lftablithment. 
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